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.DESCRIPTION AND USES                              . 
Zinsser® Cover Stain™ Oil-Based Primer is an all-purpose 
oil-based primer designed to provide excellent hiding 
power indoors and out. Cover Stain has excellent 
adhesion to dense surfaces such as enamel paints and 
varnishes, paneling, laminates and ceramic tile.  

Cover Stain blocks stains from nicotine, graffiti, fire, 
smoke, water and dark colors. It seals interior /exterior 
bare wood, flat paint and spackling. It sticks to non-
galvanized metal, glossy paint, ceramic, tile, glass and 
more.  

Hard-To- Paint-Objects: Use on outdoor furniture, posts, 
and railings, shutters, wicker, picture frames, chairs, arts & 
crafts. 

.PRODUCTS                                                                 . 
SKU Description     
3608 13 ounces  
3609 16 ounces 

 PRODUCT APPLICATION                                        . 
SURFACE PREPARATION  

Surfaces should be clean, dry, sound and free of dust, dirt, 
grime, grease, oil, wax, wallpaper adhesive or any 
contamination that may interfere with adhesion. Remove 
loose paint, dirt and rust. Mask off nearby objects. 

WARNING! If you scrape, sand or remove old paint, you 
may release lead dust. LEAD IS TOXIC. EXPOSURE TO 
LEAD DUST CAN CAUSE SERIOUS ILLNESS, SUCH AS 
BRAIN DAMAGE, ESPECIALLY IN CHILDREN. 
PREGNANT WOMEN SHOULD ALSO AVOID 
EXPOSURE. Wear a NIOSH-Approved respirator to 
control lead exposure. Clean up carefully with a HEPA 
vacuum and a wet mop. Before you start, find out how to 
protect yourself and your family by contacting the National 
Lead Information Hotline at 1-800-424-LEAD or log on to 
www.epa.gov/lead. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 PRODUCT APPLICATION  (cont.)                          . 
APPLICATION 

Apply at room temperature of 70°F in a well ventilated 
area. Avoid high humidity. Shake can vigorously until the 
agitator ball inside the can rattles. If the ball does not 
rattle, DO NOT STRIKE CAN. Contact Rust-Oleum. Turn 
the can upside down and continue shaking for one minute.  
Shake occasionally during use. Spray 10-12” from object 
with short ‘dusting’ strokes.    

DRY TIME 

At normal temperatures, Cover Stain dry to the touch in 15 
minutes and surfaces can be painted in 1 hour.    

CLEAN-UP 

Wipe off tip before storing. Clean up wet paint with 
mineral spirits. Throw away empty can in garbage pickup. 
Do not burn or puncture the can, even when empty.  

CLOGGING 

If the valve clogs, twist and pull off spray tip and rinse in a 
solvent such as mineral turps. Do not insert any object into 
the stem.  
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.PHYSICAL PROPERTIES                                                                                                                                              . 

Physical Properties COVERSTAIN OIL-BASED PRIMER     

Resin Type Modified Alkyd    

Pigment Type Titanium Dioxide, Calcium Carbonate, Talc, Aluminum Silicate  

Solvents Acetone, N-Butane, Petroleum Naphtha     

MIR 0.70 Max 

Fill Weight  13 ounces 

Recommended Dry Film 
Thickness (DFT) per Coat 

1.5-2.5 mils  
(37.5-62.5µ) 

Practical Coverage at Recommended 
DFT (assume 15% material loss) 

10-12 sq.ft./can (0.9-1.1 m2/can)  
depending on application method and surface porosity  

Dry Times at 70-80°F 
(21-27°C) and 50% 
Relative Humidity 

Touch 15 minutes 

Recoat After 1 hour   

Shelf Life 5 years 

Flash Point -141°F (-96ºC)  

Safety Information For additional information, see SDS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The technical data and suggestions for use contained herein are correct to the best of our knowledge, and offered in good faith. The 
statements of this literature do not constitute a warranty, express, or implied, as to the performance of these products. As conditions and use 
of our materials are beyond our control, we can guarantee these products only to conform to our standards of quality, and our liability, if any, 
will be limited to replacement of defective materials. All technical information is subject to change without notice.  


